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May 27, 2021
(5:00 p.m.) 
Meeting Minutes
Group 1 At-Large Town Hall 
Local Option Gas Tax and Septic Tanks
Thursday, May 13, 2021 5:30 p.m.

Ocean Way Community Center

Attendance: Council Member Terrance Freeman (At-Large Group 1), Council Matt Carlucci, (At-Large Group4) On Zoom Council Member Michael Boylan, (District 6), Council Member Joyce Morgan, (District 1), Yvonne Mitchell, (Council Research), Steve Cassada, (Council IT), Nat Ford, (JTA), Jordan Elsbury, (Administration), Leeann Krieg, (Administration), John Pappas, (Public Works).
For a complete list of attendees, please refer to the attendance sheet.

Meeting convened at 5:36 p.m.

CM Freeman called the meeting to order, welcomed all and turned meeting over to the Administration Jordan Elsbury.

Mr. Elsbury discussed the background of the Economic Recovery Task Force, which is where the local option gas tax idea began. The partnership between the City and JTA would take on many shovel ready projects and create a large amount of jobs. Mr. Elsbury also stated these projects would total 72 and economic impact of 1.6 billion dollars in economic Development with 7,600 new jobs. Mr. Elsbury talked about last year the city was shut down, and during that time a task force was formed made up of the Chamber, Business Community, JAA, JEA and others to help form a plan coming of the pandemic. The city needed job security to determine what capital projects and a need to use these projects to stimulate the economy. He stated that there was a need to identify a revenue source.  The tax at hand would generate over 1 billion dollars for 72 projects, guaranteed to improve infrastructure (roads, resurfacing, and drainage). 

Nat Ford discussed the needs in infrastructure in Duval County and the vision of the JTA for a more accessible city to all.  Mr. Ford talked about the need for a second ferry, public transportation, bus stops that needed upgrading and ADA accessible. He discussed the future of the Skyway, new development in San Marco, Riverside, Brooklyn and the stadium. 

Comments from the public: Zoom caller Kyle Tenny stated he supports the gas tax to address some of the city needs.

Mr. Stewart supports septic tanks but opposes increase in tax...    

Zoom caller Stanley Scott concerned that nothing will change in this city and no to the gas tax.

Catherine Delre was disappointed that no one in her community knew about the meeting and wanted to know how it was promoted to the community of Ocean Way. Another community resident stated if it had not been for CM Ferraro she would not have known about the meeting.

Mr. Elsbury explained that all At-Large Town Hall meetings were sent over to the TV stations, city’s website and all 14 Councilmembers were to inform their constituents or join in with the At-Large Council Members. He also stated that the Administration met with the Council Members in Early March to discuss future Town Halls to talk to their constituents and if they would like to host their own Town Hall the Administration would come out to talk about the Local Option Gas Tax (LOGT)

Being no other speakers CM Freeman closed the meeting and attendees who wanted could go out and visit the autonomous vehicles parked out front. . 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:58 p.m.
Minutes prepared by Gerrie Ford-Hardin, Executive Council Assistant to Council Member Terrance E. Freeman.  The written minutes for this meeting are only an overview of what was discussed for verbatim comments for this meeting please contact Legislative Services or Council website.
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